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The Gathering Rite 
 

Behold the resurrection of our God and brother, Jesus Christ, the Lord of life.  Let us glory 
in the feast; let us embrace one another in joy and say: 
 
O friends and enemies too: we forgive everything in the power of resurrection life.  Christ is 
risen! 
 

People      The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia. 
 
A Bidding Prayer 
 

Dear People of God:  Now that we have seen the resurrection of Christ, let us adore the all-
holy Lord Jesus, the only sinless one.  We bow in worship before your cross, O Christ, and 
we praise and glorify your resurrection, for you are our God, and we have no other, and we 
magnify your name. 
 
Let us now turn to your Word in Holy Scripture, and hear the wondrous telling of your 
victory over death, from the prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures and the first apostles of the 
resurrection. 
 
All you faithful come:  let us adore the holy resurrection of Christ; for, behold through the 
cross joy has come to the world!  Let us always bless the Lord; let us sing his resurrection, 
for by enduring for us the pain of the cross, he has crushed death by his death. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the 
unity and mission of the Church for which Christ died, and especially for the Church here, 
and wherever people gather in God's name. 
 
And with the one who died for us in weakness and agony, humiliation and betrayal, let us 
remember the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those 
who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do 
not yet know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Finally let us remember our most highly blessed and glorious Lady and Mother of God, with 
all the saints, and commend ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our 
Lord. 
 
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has 
taught us, saying:  
  



 

 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Word of God 
 

The First Lesson:  Job 19:23-27a     8:30 - Lydia McCloskey;   10:15 - Hilary Drake 
 

Job said, “O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! O that 
with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever! For I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin has been 
thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes 
shall behold, and not another.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 116:1-8  The lector will read the first line. Then all will read the following verses. 

 
 

1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
      because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
    
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
      I came to grief and sorrow. 
    
3 Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: * 
     "O LORD, I pray you, save my life." 
    
4 Gracious is the LORD and righteous; * 
      our God is full of compassion. 
    
5 The LORD watches over the innocent; * 
      I was brought very low, and he helped me. 
   
6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul. * 
      for the LORD has treated you well. 
    



 

 

7 For you have rescued my life from death, * 
      my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 
    
8 I will walk in the presence of the LORD * 
      in the land of the living. 
 

 
The Second Lesson: Isaiah 51:9-11  8:30 - Terry Miller;   10:15 - Julia Reichertz 

 
Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD! Awake, as in days of old, the generations 
of long ago! Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces, who pierced the dragon? Was it not you 
who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep; who made the depths of the sea a way 
for the redeemed to cross over? So the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion 
with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 118:1-5 

 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
      his mercy endures for ever. 
    

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
     "His mercy endures for ever." 
 

3  Let the house of Aaron now proclaim,* 
      "His mercy endures for ever." 
 

4  Let those who fear the Lord now proclaim,* 
      "His mercy endures for ever." 
 

5  I called to the Lord in my distress;* 
      the Lord answered by setting me free. 

 
 

The Third Lesson:  Acts 2:14; 22-24; 32; 36 8:30 - Tony Filippi;   10:15 - Jim Bustillo 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through 
him among you, as you yourselves know—this man, handed over to you according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those 
outside the law.  

 
But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to 
be held in its power. For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for 
he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my 
tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope.  



 

 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. You 
have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 
presence.’ Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  

Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put 
one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of 
the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience 
corruption.’ This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” Peter said to the 
multitude, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let the entire house of Israel know 
with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.”   

 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 16:5-11 
 
5  O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 
      it is you who uphold my lot. 
  
6  My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
      indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
  
7  I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 
      my heart teaches me, night after night. 
  
8  I have set the LORD always before me; * 
      because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
  
9  My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
      my body also shall rest in hope. 
  
10  For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
      nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
  
11  You will show me the path of life; * 
      in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
       and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 
The Fourth Lesson:   Revelation 5:11-13 8:30 - Diane Granlund;  10:15 - Jodi Kingdon 
 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”  

 



 

 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 
all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing 
and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”  

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 148:1-6 
 

1. Hallelujah! 
Praise the LORD from the heavens; * 
    praise him in the heights. 

  
2. Praise him, all you angels of his; * 

    praise him, all his host. 
  
3. Praise him, sun and moon; * 

    praise him, all you shining stars. 
 
4. Praise him, heaven of heavens, * 

    and you waters above the heavens. 
  
5. Let them praise the Name of the LORD; * 

    for he commanded, and they were created. 
  
6. He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * 

    he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 
 
 
The Fifth Lesson:  John 20:1-18 8:30 - Lynne Lange;  10:15 - Diana Ryan 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as 
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  

Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As 
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, 
and I do not know where they have laid him.”  



 

 

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus 
said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord” ; 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 27:1, 5-7, 10-11 

 
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * 
      the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 
 
5 One thing have I asked of the LORD; one thing I seek; * 
      that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 
    
6 To behold the fair beauty of the LORD * 
      and to seek him in his temple. 
 
7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * 
      he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock. 
    
10 Hearken to my voice, O LORD, when I call; * have mercy on me and answer me. 
    
11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." Your face, LORD, will I seek. 
  
 
The Sixth Lesson: John 20:19-31 
 

 The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas 
(who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.”  



 

 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
 
Our Affirmation of Faith     

 
In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say, 
  
 

You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You created our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
 
You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
Good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved  
your love for us in Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and rose again. 
You are with us now. 
You are God. 
 
You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
 
You are our God. We worship you. 

 

 
  



 

 

The Prayers of the People 
WRITTEN BY LYDIA MCCLOSKEY 

 
Ever Present and Creative God, your Holy Cross family rejoices in this holy season in which 
new hope arises from the difficulties of Lent and COVID. The resurrection of Jesus promises 
us that we too can turn toward you for new life. 
Alleluia! 
 
We pray to you to let grace and mercy arise in our newly elected American government and 
all the governments of the world so that they increase justice, kindness, and peace. 
“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say. 
 
We pray for Bishop Marc and our clergy, Mark, Martha, Pamela, Kathy, Patricia, that their 
words and actions inspire us to lead Easter lives of hope and positive change. 
Hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today. 
 
We pray for ourselves and those closest to us that we adopt God’s promise of new life and 
make the changes we can within ourselves, our families, and our communities. 
Lo! the dead is living; God for evermore. 
 
We pray for your guidance to restore and preserve the natural world you created for us and 
in which your love is visible. 
Him their true creator, all his works adore. 
 
We pray for refugees, the poor, the unhoused, those with mental or physical illness or 
addiction, victims of violence or despair, the lonely, the weary, all vulnerable children 
throughout the world and all helpers who lighten burdens and work to relieve the causes of 
difficulties. 
Maker and Redeemer, life and health of all. 
 
We pray for those who rest with you and for those who grieve for them. 
The strife is o'er, the battle done; the victory of life is won. 
 
God, we gratefully receive your risen son who opens our hearts so that we might share the 
abundance you have created for all. 
Alleluia, Amen 
 
 

  



 

 

Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and 
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight 
 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent you only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 

Presider and People 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and 
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it 
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 



 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 
 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, of Miriam and Deborah, of Mary the Mother of 
Jesus, and Mary Magdalene, first witness of the resurrection: Open our eyes to see your 
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this 
Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the 
grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily 
serve the world in his name. 
 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. Amen. 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 
 

Administration of the Communion 

 
Today we are offering a Drive-thru distribution of the sacrament following the service. We will announce times 

that we will be available to distribute communion during the service. 

 

Please enter the lower parking lot via the Heyer Ave entrance and exit via the upper Center Street drive. 

 

Follow the parking lot around to the center section where we will be available to communicate people in your 

car. If you would prefer a blessing, simply cross your arms across your chest to indicate this preference. 

 

You may wish to nod or slightly bow while seated when the Eucharistic Minister presents the Chalice filled 

with consecrated wine. We will not be touching or drinking from the Chalice at this time. 

 

Please follow these safety protocols: 

 If you are running a fever, or not feeling well, please stay home. 

 Please wear a double mask 

 Please use hand sanitizer just before receiving if you have any. 

 Please remain in your car 

 Please keep your hand(s) flat, and do not grab the hand of the priest who will place a piece of the 

consecrated bread in your hand. 

The bread for us today was baked by David Fencsik. 



 

 

Our Eucharistic Visitors will be sent out to share communion this morning, the congregation is invited to send them forth 

with the following rite. 
 

Presider In the Name of God, we send you forth to share communion with those who are absent 
from this table. 

People As you have been fed, now feed others. 
 

Presider Our prayers are with you, go in peace. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you that today we can be fed with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you 
have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To 
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Easter Blessing 
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us God’s children through the 
resurrection of God’s Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of God’s blessing. Amen. 
 
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever. Amen. 
 
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin, into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 
And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The people are dismissed with these words 

 

 Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
 


